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Business Resource Offerings at

Southern Washington residents & businesses

Free One-on-One Technical Assistance

For those living or doing business in Southern Washington, receive
one-on-one technical assistance through 2023 by filling out the
brief form located here.

Portland-based businesses

Free Advising Appointments

For businesses based in Portland and offered through the Portland
Small Business Hub, book directly with Mercy Corps Northwest
Community Navigators: Cinthya for English or Spanish and Greg for English

For additional free offerings through 2023 register
directly on our website: https://nw.mercycorps.org/events



https://nw.mercycorps.org/events
https://pdxsmallbizhub.com/
https://pdxsmallbizhub.com/
https://app.squarespacescheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=24514991&calendarID=8101288
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?calendarID=8797704&owner=24514991
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=KIbeCD5Z9UOc6_Pl3XriyzRYqb0KRnpFpYtQQpD_qB1UMTFMVEQzUUdJMDBOTkRRNUZRMk1OMTBTQSQlQCN0PWcu

PARTNER RESOURCES: Online Classes

Small Business Administration free self-paced courses on the Ascent online platform



https://ascent.sba.gov/
https://www.score.org/course/developing-a-business-plan
https://www.score.org/course/developing-a-business-plan
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PARTNER RESOURCES: SCORE.org

SCORE www.score.orqg
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Long Term Mentoring at Mercy Corps

Our business mentorship program provides a place for entrepreneurs and
volunteer business mentors to create profiles describing their strengths and
interests. Entrepreneurs and mentors read each others profiles then reach out

through our messaging platform to start a conversation.

Free online matching service

to help you find a mentor!

www.micromentor.orq



http://www.micromentor.org/mcnw

Small Business
Grants




Oregon IDA Grants

While Mercy Corps no longer offers new direct Individual Development Account
awards, there are many providers that do. Visit the Oregon IDA Initiative page at
oregonidainitiative.org to explore current providers.

Washington state and beyond: https://prosperitynow.org/mapl/idas



http://oregonidainitiative.org
https://prosperitynow.org/map/idas

Grants: A Competitive Source of Funds

Explore these providers

Prosper Portland MESO Hello Alice

prosperportland.us/ mesopdx.org/ helloalice.com/

* Business & community + Grants for business and « Start-up and existing
development grants in community businesses, nationwide
the City of Portland

y « Clackamas, Multnomah, » Various grants between

» Technical assistance to and Washington $5,000 - $25,000

support your success counties in Oregon


https://prosperportland.us/
https://www.mesopdx.org/
https://helloalice.com/

Grant Applications: What to Expect

All grant applications are different; however, they generally
provide the following information for potential applicants:

e Eligibility guidelines
e Documentation requirements
e The process to apply

e Selection process

e Timeline from application to awarding of grant and
disbursement of funds



Grant Applications: What to Expect

Grant applications typically require the following information:

Company information

Primary contact

Proof of business registration

Basic business financial information (sales volume, number of
employees, number of years in business)

Brief description of your business

How you qualify to apply?

Why are you applying for the grant? How will you use the money?

Some grant applications also require the following:

Financial statements
Tax returns
Business plan including financial projections



Grant Opportunities: SCORE.org

SCORE.org grants resources

Periodically check your city, county, and state economic development websites!


https://www.score.org/templates-resources?keywords=grants&location_filter_options=national

Grant Applications: Learn the Essentials

https://grant-foundation.org/grant-writing-class



https://grant-foundation.org/grant-writing-class/

Small Business
lLoans




Loans

Explore these providers

Craft3
craft3.org/

* A Community
Development Financial
Institution (mission-based)

 Capital for businesses,
homeowners, nonprofits,
and communities

Business Impact NW
businessimpactnw.org/

Funding for women, veterans,
BIPOC, immigrants, and
entrepreneurs with disabilities

Loan readiness coaching

Looking for a loan available to ITIN-holders?
Check with Craft3, Rivermark Credit Union, or MESO.

U.S. SBA
sba.gov/funding-programs

« 7(a) Loan

o most popular and flexible
« 504 Loans

o for fixed asset purchases
* Microloans

o up to $50,000

Note: the SBA is a guarantor,
not a direct lender


https://www.craft3.org/
https://businessimpactnw.org/
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans
https://www.craft3.org/
https://www.rivermarkcu.org/
https://www.mesopdx.org/

Additional
Resources



General Resources: SCORE.org

https://lwww.score.org/portlandor/resource/video/resources-businesses-oregon
|

Includes Washington resources, too!



https://www.score.org/course/developing-a-business-plan
https://www.score.org/course/developing-a-business-plan
https://www.score.org/portlandor/resource/video/resources-businesses-oregon

Legal resources for Oregon

Legal Aid Services of Oregon: https://lasoregon.org/

https://oregonlawhelp.org/

https://www.osbar.org/public/ris

www.courts.oreqgon.qov



https://www.osbar.org/public/ris
https://www.courts.oregon.gov/help/Pages/default.aspx
https://oregonlawhelp.org/
https://lasoregon.org/

Legal resources for Washington

Washington free legal adwce

%ZOCoordlnated%ZOLegaI%ZOEducatlon under%ZOGO%ZOand%ZOIow%ZDlncome

Washington Legal Aid Directory: L

https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/find-legal-help/directory Washington State Bar Association:
https://www.wsba.or


https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/kinship-care/legal-issues#:~:text=Contact%20the%20Coordinated%20Legal%20Education,under%2060%20and%20low%2Dincome
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/kinship-care/legal-issues#:~:text=Contact%20the%20Coordinated%20Legal%20Education,under%2060%20and%20low%2Dincome
https://www.wsba.org/

IRS-specific information

e Where to Start: the official site of the US government, https://www.irs.qgov/

A Guide to Starting a Small Business

English: https://www.irs.gov/publirs-pdf/p5557.pdf
Spanish: https://www.irs.gov/publirs-pdf/p5557sp.pdf



https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p5557.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p5557sp.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/

IRS-specific information

Small Business and Self-employed Tax Center:
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed

With a section organized by specific industry & profession:
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/industries-professions-and-business-tax-centers#findustries



https://www.irs.gov/
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/industries-professions-and-business-tax-centers#industries

IRS-specific information

Business taxes and tax returns:
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/business-taxes



https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/business-taxes

IRS-specific information

Explore the types of business entities:

Business Structures | Internal Revenue Service

Tax information for businesses:

Businesses | Internal Revenue Service



https://www.irs.gov/businesses
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/business-structures

IRS-specific information

All about Employer ID Numbers (EINs):

Employer ID Numbers | Internal Revenue Service

Business Recordkeeping:

https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-
self-employed/what-kind-of-records-should-i-keep



https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/what-kind-of-records-should-i-keep
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/what-kind-of-records-should-i-keep
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/employer-id-numbers

IRS-specific information

Free Small Business Tax Video Workshops (8 lessons)

Small Business Tax Workshop
Captioning and transcript available in 7 languages besides English



https://www.irsvideos.gov/Business/SBTW

Tax Preparers & Accountants

The IRS may not recommend a specific accounting or tax professional, but
there are several organizations that can help you find an accounting or tax
professional that will fit your needs:

Oregon Society of CPAs: https://www.orcpa.org/

Oregon Society of Enrolled Agents: https://orsea.org/

Oregon Association of Tax Consultants: https://www.oatc-oregon.org/
Oregon Association of Independent Accountants: https://oaia.net/

Washington Society of CPAs: https://app.wscpa.org/
Washington Society of Enrolled Agents: https://wssea.clubexpress.com/

Washington Association of Accounting and Tax Professionals:
https://lwww.waatp.org/

IRS Tax Topic #254: How to Choose a Tax Preparer
https://lwww.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc254

IRS Subscription Services (to sign up for newsletters):
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/e-news-subscriptions



https://www.orcpa.org/
https://orsea.org/
https://www.oatc-oregon.org/
https://oaia.net/
https://app.wscpa.org/
https://wssea.clubexpress.com/
https://www.waatp.org/index.php?option=com_community&view=search&pageNum=15
https://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc254
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/e-news-subscriptions

Bookkeeping support & training

One of the SBA’s resource partners offers low-cost support and training:

In-Depth Bookkeeping Support — Livelihood NW

Intro to Bookkeeping — Livelihood NW



https://livelihoodnw.org/in-depth-bookkeeping-support
https://livelihoodnw.org/intro-to-bookkeeping

Washington business resources

Interactive Map of Washington Economic Development Partners



https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/local-economic-partnerships/

Oregon business resources

Interactive Map of the Oregon Economic Development Ecosystem



https://uo-online.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=c71f8bdb6bfa4bfc9b6742622f724cd5

Learn more at nw.merccors.orCARM


https://nw.mercycorps.org/carm

Wishing you all the best

with your endeavors!



